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Who is Symbian

A brief overview of the Symbian software stack
(and what you can do with it)

Developing apps for Symbian

How to get involved

ContentContent



Symbian Origins



Symbian Foundation Milestones



We are an independent, not-for-profit, open source foundation with the 

mission to create a FOSS platform and community that is truly 

independent and delivers the best mobile experience for consumers.

We are not the old Symbian Limited
(which was acquired by Nokia)

We are not owned by Nokia
(funded by board members from across the industry)
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Native stack is designed from the ground up 
for resource constrained devices 

OS scales to lower cost hardware

Rich APIs: few things you can't do natively
(with well managed compatibility)

Mostly FOSS licenses
(exceptions: some DDs, codecôs, some fonts)

Unique RT micro/nano kernel architecture
(designed from the ground up in OO 
& Real-time & SMP ready)

Some key factsSome key facts



Some key facts: Run - timesSome key facts: Run - times

Web

Available via partners

C / C++

Newsflash: http://tiny.symbian.org/PhoneGap

http://tiny.symbian.org/PhoneGap
http://tiny.symbian.org/PhoneGap


Signature applications (top layer)

are replaced by Qt apps in Symbian^4
(and their UI is redesigned in the process)

Device driver APIs : 

Symbian Hardware Adaptation Interface
(open working group to define SHAI)

Some key facts: EvolutionSome key facts: Evolution



S^1

The first platform release hosted by the 
Symbian Foundation.

Faster and more responsive.
New home screen, improvements across 

the app suite.

Ease and simplicity: a whole new touch UI.
Qt adopted for native app development.

S60 5.0
Symbian OS v9.4

S^3

Complete: Now
Devices: From H2 2010

S^4

Complete: H2 2010
Devices: From H1 2011

S^2

Complete: Now
Devices: Now

A new release every 6 monthsA new release every 6 months 



Devices
From H2 2010

Devices
From H1 2011

Devices
Now

S^3 S^4S^2
Up to and 
including

ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΧ

Qt runtime available to 
download and install

Smart Installer, see

http://tiny.symbian.org/
SmartInstaller

Qt runtime integrated 
into Symbian^3 kits 

and available for 
inclusion in devices

Qt adopted as the primary 
runtime for applications

Orbit UI framework provides 
enhanced Qt-based controls

Platform applications ported 
to Qt and Orbit

Qt: New app & UI frameworkQt: New app & UI framework

http://tiny.symbian.org/SmartInstaller
http://tiny.symbian.org/SmartInstaller
http://tiny.symbian.org/SmartInstaller


Apps for SymbianApps for Symbian



How Do you choose a platform?How Do you choose a platform?



Source: Gartner, May 2010
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Worldwide Smartphone market share H1 Ĉ09
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Support programs and informationSupport programs and information



The hub of the Symbian developer community

Get the Tools and Kits
ÇNative C++ SDKs and Tools available

Get Coding
ÇQuick starts for different program environments

ÇSample code

ÇDocumentation

ÇSource code reference

Get support
ÇActive Forums to ask questions

ÇContact companies who can help 

developer.symbian.orgdeveloper.symbian.org


